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January II, 2008
 

The Honorable Edward G. Rendell, Governor
 
Commonwealth ofPennsylvania
 
225 M ain Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 

Dear Governor Rendell: 

I am writing to urge you to include an increase of $2 million in funding f or the Pennsylvania 
Council on the Arts in the state budgetfor Fiscal Year 2008-2009. 

As you know, Pennsylvania 's arts and cultural organizations are among our state 's greatest 
treasures. Unfortunately, public investment in the arts has not kept pa ce with the growth of 
our cultural sector. Just four years ago, the Pennsylvania Council on the A rts provided 
support to 406 arts organizations across the state. Since then, that number has grown to 641 
organizations; as a result, the council has been forced to reduce the funding it provides to two­
thirds of its grantees. While the growing number of arts organizations in our state is ex citing 
and sure to benefit our citizens, we must ensure that these organizations receive the funding 
they need to serve their communities. 

A report from Americansfor the Arts indicates that Pennsy lvania 's non-profit arts and culture 
sector has a total economic impact of$1.99 billion, which is the equivalent of 62,000 full-time 
jobs. Furthermore, this sector provides $15 billion in state revenue. Clearly, supp orting the 
arts in Pennsylvania is beneficial, not only from a cultural standpoint, but an economic one as 
welL 

In closing, I would like to reiterate my support of allotting an additional $6 million ($2 million 
per year) in the Commonwealth budget fo r the Council on the A rts. Thank you very much for 
Y..lJH.r.consideration in this important matter, and please do not hesitate to contact me with any 
questions or concerns you may have. 

Si~~./ 
Rosita C. Youngblood
 
State Representative
 
198''' Legislative District
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