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January 8, 2008

The Honorabis Edward @. Renagli, Governor
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

225 Msin Capitol Building

Harrisburg, PA 17120

Dear Goveinor Rendell

twould ke to ask that you carefully consider increasing funding for the Pennsy!vania
Council on the Arts in the 2008-2008 Commonwealith Budget and the next two fiscal vears
by $2 million each figcal year,

't has been brought 1o my attention that current furding for the Council has not
gilowsd the Pennsylvania Partners in the Arts (PPA) program to provige adequete grants to
the organizations it supports - especially Eroups in the rural northern tier of the
Commonweaith, This ts aspeclaliy troubiesOTE given the fact thet expenditures by arts ang
cuitural erganizations leverage significant edditionai spending throughout the region -
spending that suppeonis local restaupsms, hétels, retail stores, and other businesses. A
recert study conductad by the Bsgd’tg)rg__Gounty Regional Arts Councii with the Americans for
the Arts concluded tnat aria arid cultdral organizations in Bradford County which spend
$1.84 millien annually leverage.32:06 millicn in additional spending by the'r audiences, |
belisve anyone would concluce that this is a nealthy return on investment which the
Commonweaith should continue to encourage by adequate funding.

Thank you for your consideration of additionai funging for the Pennsylvania Councii
on the Arts in the Commonweaith's budget for this year and in the future,

Sincereiy,

Mztthew E. Baker
State Representative
68" Leglslative District
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c¢.  Brooks Eidredge-Martin, Executive Director
Bradford County Regional Arts Council
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