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Governor Edward G. Rendell
225 Main Capital Building
Harnisburg PA 17120~

Dear"Go'yﬁernorRendellj:l B
I am wntlng to you today to encourage you to cons1der prov1d1ng an increase of $2 million each year

- for the next three years, in the budget of Pennsylvania Council on the Arts. Your leadershipin .

! 'recognrzlng the arts as an important part of the economic revrtahzatron of Pennsylvama cities has ;

. generated national attention and has prowded much needed support for the communities in the Lehigh -

- Valley “From'the Allentown Symphony to the Allentown Art Museun to ArtsQuest ‘the Bethlehem
'Bach Choir and the State Theatre in Easton, the residents 6f the Leh1gh Valley have greatly beneﬁted
.from arts fundlng through the Pennsylvanla Councrl on the Arts |

| It is my understandrng that as many as two-thlrds of the organlzauons supported by the Pennsylvama
‘Council on the Arts experlenced reduced fundrng in the 2007 2008 budget year because of the |
1ncreas1ng number of arts organlzatlons seekmg support | -

CItis al 0 my unuerstaung tnat Pennsyrvanra laﬂs behind 1ts nelghbormg state in: tcrms of per capita
support for the arts. Clearly the investments made by the state in the arts are bearing fruit for our
communities. The new art park in Allentown celebrates the anchor arts organizations in the Lehlgh

| 'Valley S largest c1ty The State Theatre in Easton has provided a significant anchor for Easton’s

~ downtown and ArtsQuest in Bethlehem has prov1ded hi gh quahty events plus the Banana Factory to
support W1th the revrtalrzatron of that c1ty

BT

I apprecrate your support of the arts 1n Pennsylvama and I respectfully request that you 1ncrease the

| Pennsylvanra Councrl on the Arts budget by $2 mllhon each year for the next three years SR
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